
Listen for that spring buzz  page 10 

Find out our  
festival plans  
pages 4 & 5

Celebrate our 

volunteers  
page 8 

nenepark.org.uk

Spring 2025

neneparkpboro NeneParkPboroNene Park Nene Park Trust

April - June

Parklife

https://www.nenepark.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/neneparkpboro/?hl=en-gb
https://www.facebook.com/NeneParkPboro/?locale=en_GB
https://www.tiktok.com/@neneparkpboro
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/neneparkpboro


nenepark.org.ukneneparkpboro Nene Park NeneParkPboro Nene Park TrustSpring 2025Parklife

2 3

Welcome to

Spring
Parklife

2025

Everything is springing into life across our Nene Park Trust 
spaces! Green shoots are appearing, buds are bursting and 
primroses and daffodils are adding splashes of welcome colour 
to our walks. 

Our wildlife is busy nest building and 
if you’re lucky to come early in the 
morning the bird song is amazing. 

As our wildlife gets busy, so do our 
activities. Nene Outdoors Watersports 
and Activity Centre is back open for the 
season and our team are ready to get 
you out on the water in a pedalo  
or kayak!  
 
Longthorpe Tower is open again at 
weekends from the beginning of April 
with our volunteer team preparing 
more tours of the fascinating medieval 
wall paintings.  
 

We’re gearing up for busy Easter 
holidays with stacks of family events 
and activities to keep everyone 
happy - and looking ahead to May, 
Peterborough Celebrates Festival 
returns for its fourth year on the 17-18 
May so keep your eye out for updates 
on what to expect over that weekend.  
 
We hope to see you at one of our 
events – or just enjoy getting out in 
the fresh air and spring sunshine in 
one of our parks. 
 
The Nene Park Trust team

Trustee call out!
 
Over the past year we’ve welcomed a new 
Chair of Trustees, Mark Duckmanton and 
another new Trustee, Rebecca Stephens to 
our Board at Nene Park Trust – both bringing 
fresh energy and ideas to the table. Thank 
you! We’re now on the lookout for more new 
trustees to join us.  
 
We’d love to welcome trustees who 
represent our diverse city and bring 
different skills and talents to our team.  
 
Find out more and get in touch at 
nenepark.org.uk/trustee

Spring is a great time to enjoy a riverside walk at Ferry Meadows and 
discover the purple bluebells in the woods. As you walk along the 
river you can also see evidence of the Park’s Georgian history. 

Not far from Milton Ferry Bridge (built in 1716) you will pass the 
Sheepwash sculpture by Jason Thomson. This beautiful hand carved, 
wooden artwork celebrates the history of this site being used to wash 
the sheep that used to graze on the flood meadows. Each year workers 
from the nearby Milton Estate would have herded hundreds of sheep 
over Milton Ferry Bridge and washed them in the purpose dug pool. 
 
It is thought that the nearby Mount, was 
created from the soil dug from the sheep 
wash. The landscaped Mount provided an 
attractive viewpoint along the River for the 
Fitzwilliam Family and their guests.  

Find out more about our Georgian history 
at nenepark.org.uk/history-and-heritage

Spring into  
the Visitor Centre
 
Pop into the Visitor Centre and see what’s in store for Easter! 
There are chocolate eggs of course, but we also have cakes from 
a new local supplier for you to try, as well as our usual wide range 
of local produce.  Don’t forget that if you spend £20 in the Visitor 
Centre we’ll give you free parking in return to say thank you!

Thorpe Meadows café  
opens at last
 
The wait it finally over! Thorpe Meadows café 
opened its doors in March. Come along and 
discover the refreshments available, bring the 
kids for a play on the play area and enjoy exploring 
this lesser-known part of Nene Park with its 
sculptures, rowing lake and peaceful walks. 

Get snapping in the Park
 
We’re continuing our photography competition each 
month in 2025, giving you, our lovely Park visitors the 
opportunity to share your photography talents with us 
all and showcasing our many different areas, wildlife and 
landmarks. Look at our winning photographs for January and 
February this year! 

We will be sharing our winning photographs on our website 
and social media each month and at the end of 2025, all our 
twelve winning photographs will be entered into a final vote 
to choose the Nene Park Photo of the Year, with a hamper full 
of exciting goodies from the Visitor Centre awarded to the 
winning photographer!  

So why not get involved? Dust off your cameras, fire up 
your smart phones and get snapping in the Park, then email 
your photos to marketing.NPT@neneparktrust.org.uk.  
 
We look forward to seeing your entries!

If you would like to be added to 
our email mailing list or require 
this magazine in another format,
please get in touch. 

Nene Park Trust, Ham Farm House,
Ham Lane, Peterborough, PE2 5UU
E: visitor.services@neneparktrust.org.uk
T: 01733 234193

Heritage
Highlight 

Little ones can enjoy crafts at 
our activity table. Throughout 
the Easter holidays, get 
involved creating an Easter 
crown or even helping us 
decorate butterflies for our 
festival art display - all free.
 

Duck food is always available 
and just a reminder about 
our Mobility Scooters and 
Mountain Trike hire scheme 
(free – but donations are 
always welcome!). Come and 
say hi to our friendly team – 
here to help make your visit 
the best it can be!

Amber 
Seymour

Tony 
Garratty

February

January

https://www.nenepark.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/neneparkpboro/?hl=en-gb
https://www.tiktok.com/@neneparkpboro
https://www.facebook.com/NeneParkPboro/?locale=en_GB
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/neneparkpboro
www.nenepark.org.uk/trustee
www.nenepark.org.uk/history-and-heritage


nenepark.org.ukneneparkpboro Nene Park NeneParkPboro Nene Park TrustSpring 2025Parklife

4 5

Peterborough  
Celebrates Festival –  
back for its fourth year!

It promises to be another fabulous 
celebration of our city and all the reasons 
we love it - our culture, our music, our 
diversity and our talented communities - 
bringing the city together in a feel good 
family event.  

The festival weekend will be filled with 
a wide range of performances and 
experiences for all the family. From music 
and theatre, food and drink, dance and 
culture to arts and crafts, health and 
wellbeing and sports and activities, there 
will be a packed and diverse schedule 
of entertainment and community 
involvement across the weekend. 

We already have some great acts 
confirmed for the festival. Community 
favourites back again this year include 
Peterborough Rock Choir, Peterborough 
Salvation Army Band, Wansford Ukes  
and singer Gabriella.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We’re excited to host professional 
groups such as No Fit State with their 
impressive circus performance Bamboo; 
local dance group Van Hulle and Casson 
and Friends bringing their show Arcade 
to the festival. 

We’ll be sharing more news about what 
to expect very soon. Go to our website 
peterboroughcelebratesfestival.co.uk  
to keep up to date on announcements. 

Back for its fourth year, our popular free-to-attend 
weekend festival is back on 17-18 May 2025

This year we are celebrating 
nature with our festival 
community project - ‘a flutter 
of butterflies’ - created by 
schools, community groups 
and individuals. The butterflies 
will be displayed at the festival 
site in Ferry Meadows over the 
festival weekend – we can’t wait 
to see everyone’s creations!  
 

 

Let us know if your group would like 
to be involved (just email festivals@
neneparktrust.org.uk). We are creating 
colourful butterflies from recycled plastic 
bottles and paint. You can be as creative 
as you like with the pattern.  
 
The more unique you make your butterfly, 
the easier it will be to find on the day! To 
keep your group’s butterflies together 
please choose a colour theme for your 
decoration and write your group name 
on the back - you can use masking 
tape or sticky labels. Find step by step 
instructions and templates for butterfly 
shapes you can use on our festival  
web pages. 

We are also holding a drop-in workshop 
at Ferry Meadows on Friday 11th April 
11am-2pm. Come along to near the 
Visitor Centre and join in with making a 
butterfly or two!  
 
We’d also be grateful for any donations 
of plastic bottles (any size but no milk 
bottles please). Please drop these off at 
the Ferry Meadows Visitor Centre when 
you’re next in the Park. Thank you! 

Boogie in the Big Top!

Creating a flutter 
of butterflies! 

Get involved 

There are so many ways you can still get involved in the festival. 

• 	 Join in with our butterfly making project 

• 	 Volunteer and be part of the festival magic - we’ve got a range of roles available 

• ��	� Sponsor the festival – we’d love to hear from local businesses or organisations 
who can sponsor or support us in some way. Just email  
fundraising@neneparktrust.org.uk 

• �	� Get involved with your community group – have a stand to showcase the work 
you do - or even perform on one of our stages.

peterboroughcelebratesfestival.co.uk

On Friday 16 May come and dance 
like nobody’s listening at our two 
silent disco sessions. Expect live DJs, 
multi-channel headphones, tunes to 
get everyone in the party mood in a 
magical festival atmosphere. 

When the free festival finishes on 
Saturday 17 May, the fun will continue 
into the evening with an amazing East 
meets West dance party, hosted by the 
nationally-renowned group Punjabi 
Roots Academy.  

Expect remixes from Bhangra Beyoncé 
to Bollywood Rihanna, an international 
DJ, loud & proud dhol drummers and 
colourful bhangra dancers. Their 
high energy and infectious beats are 
guaranteed to get you throwing your 
best shapes in the Big Top and 
continuing that festival 
feeling into the evening. 

More information and 
ticket details will be 
released soon.

We’re introducing some different ticketed evening events this 
year to get you boogie-ing in the Big Top! 

https://www.nenepark.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/neneparkpboro/?hl=en-gb
https://www.tiktok.com/@neneparkpboro
https://www.facebook.com/NeneParkPboro/?locale=en_GB
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/neneparkpboro
www.peterboroughcelebratesfestival.co.uk
www.peterboroughcelebratesfestival.co.uk


The Building Healthier Green Futures (BHGF) project will support 
young people aged 11-25 in Peterborough, to develop new skills 
and create connections with nature and local greenspaces. This 
ambitious new project is led by Nene Park Trust in partnership with 
Peterborough Presents, Froglife and Westraven Community Café  
and Garden (supported by Cross Keys Homes).

BHGF will support young people 
to reach their potential, with a 
programme of training and skills 
development and opportunities 
co-designed by young people, as 
well as supporting improved health 
and wellbeing in both the young 
people and their communities. 
Through longer term engagement, 
the project will provide young people 
with opportunities to develop their 
skills as ’Green Mentors’, as well 
as signposting them on to further 
opportunities.

NEW
2 year 

project
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A warm welcome  
at Nene Nursery
 
Thanks to funding from Morrisons Foundation, we now have a 
lovely wood burner (named Bernie – of course!) in the potting shed 
of Nene Nursery. This now means our visitors have somewhere to 
keep warm when they come to the nursery in the colder months. 
We also now have accessible seating, which means we can offer 
even more groups the chance to enjoy the nursery. 

Building 
Healthier 
Green Futures

We’re proud to announce the launch of a new two-
year project to improve the lives of young people in 
Peterborough, thanks to £160,000 funding from The 
National Lottery Community Fund.

Building on activities already happening in 
partnership with these organisations, such as 
the Nene Park Trust Young Ranger programme for 
11-17 year olds and the 10-week work experience 
programme for 18-24 year olds not currently in 
Education, employment or training, BHGF will test 
and learn from different models of community 
engagement and develop and share good practice. 
The project aims to deliver sessions to up to 500 
young people across Peterborough.

To find out more about any of the project 
activities and programmes happening with us 
here at Nene Park Trust and any of our project 
partners, please get in touch with Pia on  
pia.larsson@neneparktrust.org.uk

500 young 
people across 
Peterborough

As part of our ongoing Your 
Community Greenspace project, 
funded by The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, there are so many 
opportunities for young people to get 
involved in here at Nene Park.  
 
Come along and join in – have fun, learn 
new skills, make new friends and add work 
experience to your CVs!

So much 
going on for 
young people

Young People’s Forum  
 
For 14-17 year olds
 
We’re holding two sessions in the Easter 
holidays for 14-17 year olds to come along and 
have their say about how we can make the Park 
a safe, relevant and fun place for all to visit and 
what other activities they’d like to see here. 

Come and get involved in a variety of FREE 
activities on Wednesdays 9th and 16th April. 

Go to our website event pages to  
find out more and sign up!

Young Rangers  
 
For 11-17 year olds 
 
Held monthly on the third Saturday 
of the month, these FREE sessions 
are for young people who love being 
outside, are passionate about 
improving our environment and 
want to learn about conservation 
and wildlife.  
 
Our rangers will share their skills and 
knowledge with you while supporting 
you to carry out different practical 
tasks in different areas of the Park. 

Park Ranger  
Work Experience  
 
For 18-24 year olds 
 
Run in partnership with Cross Keys Homes 
and Froglife, this 10-week work experience 
programme held at intervals throughout 
the year is a great opportunity for those 
young people not currently in employment, 
education or training to get out into the 
fresh air, learn green skills, add experience 
to their CVs and progress onto further work 
or volunteering. In the past, we have had 
young people on these programmes who have 
progressed to doing apprenticeships with us. 

To find out more about when the  
next programme starts, contact  
Cross Keys Homes at  
community@crosskeyshomes.co.uk

Art Club  
 
For 14-17 year olds 
 
Our fun monthly art workshops are a great 
opportunity to get creative, enjoy the outdoors 
and work with local artists. £22 for four sessions.  
 
Find out more at nenepark.org.uk/events

Holiday Club 
Volunteer 
 
For 16-18 year olds 
 
To help the Nene Park Trust education 
and learning team deliver Holiday Club 
activities for children aged 5-8 years 
in Nene Park. This role would benefit 
those seeking work experience for 
educational courses or future careers, 
such as childcare.
 
neneparktrust.teamkinetic.co.uk/
volunteers/opportunity/10234406

https://www.nenepark.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/neneparkpboro/?hl=en-gb
https://www.tiktok.com/@neneparkpboro
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Celebrating 
our volunteers

Thank you to all our volunteers for getting 
stuck into so many different roles around 
the Park over the last few months!

Five dedicated volunteers supported ten Winter Festival evenings in December.  Volunteer Charles Bake 
supported eight of these giving a massive 36.5 hours of his time!  Charles said, “Volunteering at the Winter 
Festival was really enjoyable. Not only did it allow me to support my Nene Park Trust colleagues, but 
also to help ensure visitors had a great time and left with positive memories of the event.”

Winter is the ideal time to focus on coppicing and maintaining hedgerows so  
that we are not disturbing any nesting birds:  
64 Conservation volunteers gave us over 80 hours  
during January and February with a focus on these tasks throughout the  
Nene Park Trust estate.

Our Volunteer Rangers spent  
128 hours  
helping to keep the parks and  
wider estate clean and litter free.

22 volunteers 
renewed their 
Emergency First  
Aid Training

4 social walks 
supported and guided by 
5 of our social walk leaders 
and assistants

15 Try  
Running sessions  
delivered to the community by 
our qualified volunteer leaders 

The Hit Squad spent over 180 hours on tasks that 
included helping to finish off our new sand martin nest box, 
building bird nest box kits and scrub bashing over at Eye.

Charles

Wall paintings of 
Longthorpe Tower

Karin

Get involved 
in these 
opportunities...

Visitor Centre 
Volunteer 
 
The team at the Ferry Meadows Visitor 
Centre is on the lookout for volunteers. 
Varied days and times are available and 
they are especially interested in anyone 
that can support us on a Sunday. 
 
Find out more and apply at:  
neneparktrust.teamkinetic.co.uk/
volunteers/opportunity/10191894 

Sign up to our Volunteer Welcome 
Ranger Training Project this summer

Working as part of a team, this training 
project will help you to develop 
your skills in customer service and 
information sharing.  
 
Starting on 20 June, you will take part 
in various training sessions to learn 
how to become a volunteer Welcome 
Ranger.  Training sessions will include 
learning about Nene Park, how to 
communicate with and help visitors 
with their questions and how to run 
short guided walks to areas of interest 
in the Park.  
 
 
 
 

You will then work in pairs alongside 
staff or existing volunteer Welcome 
Rangers, shadowing sessions to 
develop on the skills learnt, before 
running your own sessions in pairs at 
the end of the project. 

A great opportunity to learn about 
Nene Park, develop skills to help you 
progress towards your career-related 
goals, add to your CV and meet new 
people. Places are limited so if you 
would like to take part in this great 
new opportunity, register your interest 
at: neneparktrust.teamkinetic.co.uk/
volunteers/opportunity/10235069  

Volunteer at Longthorpe Tower 
 
Karin, a volunteer guide at Longthorpe Tower shares her experience of volunteering at the Tower. 

Like many others from Peterborough, I knew 
very little about Longthorpe Tower before 
I started volunteering here.  In May 2024 a 
leaflet asking for volunteers dropped through 
my letter box. I applied and very soon after 
an induction and ‘shadowing’ longstanding 
volunteers, I was working as a guide support 
at the Tower myself. Initially nervous about 
what to expect, I have found volunteering a 
thoroughly enjoyable experience as other 
volunteers are supportive and always willing 
to teach not only the practical aspects of the 
work but also their collective knowledge of the 
history of the Tower.  

The tower is open most weekends between 
April and October and there are tours 
available throughout the day, led by a team of 
volunteers. There is always someone to help 
with difficult questions. It is a privilege to 
get to know the story of the Tower and its 
700-year-old paintings – the best examples  
of surviving medieval wall paintings in a 
domestic setting in northern Europe - and 
to help visitors understand the stories and 
thought behind them.   

People visit from all over the world as well as 
across the UK. The painting of the Wheel of 
the Five Senses (one of only three depictions 
of this image in the world) is a particular draw 
and visitors leave enthusiastic about not 
only the paintings but also the story of their 
survival and discovery.   

Unfortunately, occasionally the Tower  
cannot be opened to the public as there are 
too few volunteers to cover all sessions: 
in 2024 over 1,000 visitors came to the 
Tower and there could have been more 
if it could have opened more often. 
The Tower is a historical jewel in 
Peterborough and needs volunteers!

“
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Sand martins nest in colonies where competition between 
birds for nest holes can be fierce.  With our nest boxes the 
birds seem to prefer the top row of penthouse apartments, 
which are usually occupied first, but only after frequent 
squabbles between neighbours. Once the nest hierarchy 
has been established, in preparation for the eggs, the  
adults set to work collecting grass and feathers to line  
the nest chamber.  
 
Typically a clutch of 5 or 6 small (10mm long) white eggs are 
laid. Incubation takes around 14 days and once the chicks 
hatch it takes another 10 frantic days or so before they 
fledge. Every day the chicks are in the nest the adults catch 
thousands of tiny gnats in flight over the lakes, a full time 
job for both parent to fill the ever hungry mouths of their 
growing brood.  Once fledged, the chicks are dependent 
on the adults for another week or so before they depart for 
Africa.  Many adults stay and start the whole process again 
and raise a second brood. 

Over the last year we have held a fundraising appeal  
to Save Peterborough Arch sculpture, after the 
sculpture had to be removed from Thorpe Meadows 
due to extensive weather damage.

In February we were thrilled to reach our £3,000 
fundraising target in our public appeal, thanks 
to a £1000 donation from Compare The Market. 
That donation added to £1000 already donated by 
Peterborough Civic Society and other donations made 
by the public.

This £3,000 raised in this appeal adds to the £50,000 
needed for the restoration work, which is being 
supported by funding from The National Lottery 
Heritage Fund and The Henry Moore Foundation. 
Thank you to everyone for contributing to this appeal. 

Restoration has now begun and we hope to see this very 
special Peterborough landmark back in its rightful place 
overlooking Longthorpe Parkway very soon. 

We are very excited to announce we have secured 
over £64,000 from Arts Council England for ‘Collection 
Connects’, a project to preserve and develop the 
Peterborough Sculpture Collection further. 

Activities will include conservation 
of key artworks, workshops, walks, 
musical performances amongst 
the sculptures in collaboration with 
Britten Sinfonia and a residency 
programme resulting in a new 
temporary sculpture commission. 
Keep an eye out for further details, 
including how you can get involved, 
in the coming months. 

Our grateful thanks to Arts Council 
England for their continued 
support of our arts & culture work.

A big Thank You to the Augean Community Fund who 
are once again supporting our work by contributing 
£24,000 towards the purchase of a tracked wood 
chipper. 

This purchase will allow for improved sustainable 
management of our woodland areas by providing greater 
creation and distribution of woodchips, enhancing 
habitat development and the creation of accessible 
woodland paths. The fund uses monies provided by 
Augean under the Landfill Communities Fund.
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Fundraising
thank yous!

Thanks to funding from Compare the Market, and their 
team, who devoted a day last autumn to help us build a 
new box. This new box replaces the original nest box which 
is over 10 years old.  In this time we calculate that approx. 
2-3000 chicks have been raised in this one nest box.  

Hopefully the buzzy calls of sand martins will be heard 
again soon in the Park and this coming breeding season 
we will see the new box fully occupied and another 
successful year for these delightful little birds.

Listen for 
that Spring 
BUZZZZZZZZZ
Every year, around mid-March, sand martins 
return from their winter home in West Africa 
and announce their arrival in the Park with 
their characteristic subtle buzzing calls.  
Listen out for it if you’re coming to the Park 
over the next month. 

Within a few weeks of their arrival, these little brown birds 
busy themselves with breeding.  Sand martins usually 
nest by digging tunnels into river banks.  Originally these 
birds nested in the steep banks around the gravel pits 
during the creation of the Lakes you see today in Ferry 
Meadows. Unfortunately the subsequent landscaping 
work removed any vertical banks, causing the birds to 
abandon the Park. However, to help redress this loss of 
biodiversity, ten years ago we built our first artificial sand 
martin nest bank on the main island in Lynch Lake, which 
the birds soon returned to use.

nenepark.org.ukneneparkpboro Nene Park NeneParkPboro Nene Park TrustSpring 2025Parklife
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Ranger Trish 
helps fix the 

new sand martin 
box in place.



Family groups return  
to Lynch Farm
 
With the arrival of spring, our family groups have moved 
back to the dedicated Forest School site at Lynch Farm 
– just a short walk from the centre of Ferry Meadows 
and are keen to welcome you! Our education team run 
groups for preschool children and their guardians and 
groups for home educated children with their guardians. 
Find out more below.

Nature Tots
 
Our adventurous Nature Tots groups for toddlers 
and their guardians offer engaging craft activities, 
alongside plenty of time to explore the wonderful 
wildlife around us. 

Sessions give young children age 2-5 the space 
to learn through exploring, play and hands-on 
experiences in the great outdoors. 

Led by experienced educators who are passionate 
about nature-based learning, our Nature Tots groups 
run every two weeks at Ferry Meadows. Sessions are 
packed full of nature-based activities and creative 
outdoor fun, following popular themes to engage our 
young visitors.

Hire a space!
 
Did you know we have a range of rooms and 
spaces to hire for your own events?  
 
From family celebrations and children’s parties 
to office meetings or away days, we have a 
room to suit your needs! Just get in touch with  
visitor.services@neneparktrust.org.uk  
to find out more!

Home Educator Groups 
 
Seedlings (5-11 year olds and their guardians) 
 

Saplings (11-14 year olds and their guardians)

 
Unlock the wonders of learning outdoors with our 
Seedlings and Saplings Home Educator groups at  
Nene Park. 

At Nene Park Trust, our Education Team believes in 
providing a relaxed and fun environment that builds 
curiosity, creativity and connection with nature. Our 
sessions give home educated children the space to 
learn through exploring, play and hands-on experiences 
in the great outdoors. 

Our Home Educator groups run every two weeks 
at Ferry Meadows, with two different age groups. 
Sessions cover a wide range of topics and may 
include tool use skills, wildlife identification, outdoor 
survival skills, sensory exploration and much more! 

nenepark.org.ukneneparkpboro Nene Park NeneParkPboro Nene Park TrustSpring 2025Parklife
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Holiday  
Clubs at  
Ferry Meadows

Get set for action-packed 
adventures at Ferry Meadows 
during the school breaks this 
year with our multi-activity 
holiday clubs!

Open Easter,  
May and Summer 

holidays!

Acorn Explorers  
 
For children aged 5-8 
 
Based at Lynch Farm in Ferry Meadows, our Acorn 
Explorers holiday club is the perfect way for younger 
children to explore the great outdoors. Each day has 
a different theme, from superheroes to survival and 
is packed full of nature-based activities and creative 
outdoor fun, from den bulding and campfire cooking 
to scavenger hunts and wildlife trails! 
 
Dates
7-11 April, 26-30 May, 4-8 August and 11-15 August

Cost
£35 a day or book a full week for £140 and save 20%

Oak Adventurers  
 
For children aged 8-13 
 
Based at Nene Outdoors Watersports and Activity 
Centre, Oak Adventurers offers a fantastic 
opportunity for kids to learn new skills and 
experience a variety of water and land-based 
activities. From kayaking and paddle boarding to 
climbing and bushcraft, there’s something for every 
young adventurer to enjoy! 
 
Dates
7-11 April, 14-18 April, 27-30 May and weekdays in 
the summer holidays!

Cost
£43 a day or book a full week for £173 and save 20%

Find out more and to book your places, go to 
nenepark.org.uk/holiday-club

www.nenepark.org.uk/holiday-club


Get ready  
for adventure!

nenepark.org.ukneneparkpboro Nene Park NeneParkPboro Nene Park TrustSpring 2025Parklife

With the arrival of spring, all your top favourite activities 
are back on in the Park and we can’t wait to welcome you 
back - or encourage you to try something new! 

Watersports hire
 
Make a splash with our Pay and Play watersports 
hire – perfect for all ages and skill levels.  

Whether you’re trying something new or enjoying a 
favourite past time, our wide range of activities will 
get you out on the water and loving every moment. 

Lake and river boat trips
 
Enjoy a 45- minute sightseeing trip to experience the stunning 
views of Overton Lake and the River Nene, with plenty of 
opportunities to spot local wildlife along the way. These trips 
run on weekends and daily during the school holidays.  

For something extra special, our eco-boat is also available for 
exclusive hire, perfect for celebrating occasions or bringing your 
group together.

Open water swimming
 
Our weekly open water swimming sessions will 
be back on in May! Whether you’re training for a 
triathlon or simply looking for a fun, sociable way to 
stay fit, these sessions are perfect for everyone.  
 
Join us every Thursday 5.30pm-7pm from May  
to September.

Cycle hire
 
On yer bike! Keep an eye out for cycle hire 
returning to Ferry Meadows! We’re hoping 
to have this back in the Park in the next 
few months.

Ride the Ferry  
Meadows Railway
 
All aboard! Sit back and enjoy a ride as you pass through 
Coney Meadow and take in views of Overton and Lynch 
Lakes! These trains run at weekends and daily during the 
school holidays. The carriages include a wheelchair coach 
allowing people to ride the rain while remain seated in their 
wheelchairs. 

Visit ferrymeadowsrailway.co.uk to check for times 

Longthorpe Tower
 
If you’re interested in history don’t miss a tour of 
Longthorpe Tower, just outside Ferry Meadows.  
 
Open weekends from April to November, come along 
and listen to our enthusiastic volunteers bringing to 
life the story of the medieval wall paintings and the 
14th Century Tower. 

Learn to sail 
 
As an official RYA Training centre, we’re proud to 
offer courses for both adults and children. Whether 
you’re new to sailing or want to build on your 
existing skills, our friendly instructors are here to 
guide you every step of the way.  

Find out our upcoming dates on our website

Camping 
 
Enjoy stunning lake views and a peaceful secluded setting away 
from the hustle and bustle of the Park. Our eight spacious bell 
tents each sleep up to 6 people and come equipped with power for 
chargers, floor matting and LED lighting. You just need to bring your 
blow up bed and bedding and you’re sorted! 

If you prefer traditional camping, The Glade is the perfect spot. This 
pitch-only site offers breath-taking views and spectacular sunsets 
over Gunwade Lake.
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www.ferrymeadowsrailway.co.uk


What’s on 
 
All our detailed events are now listed in our 
6-month What’s on guide. Pick up a copy of 
the guide at the Ferry Meadows Visitor Centre, 
our cafes or Nene Outdoors Watersports and 
Activity Centre.  
 
There will be a new guide coming out in June 
which will detail all the events planned for the 
second half of 2025.  

Peterborough 
Celebrates Festival  
 
17-18 May 2025

This FREE community festival returns to Ferry 
Meadows for its fourth year and will be packed 
with performances, music, dance, community, 
food and drinks. We hope you can join us! Find 
out more on pages 4 & 5.  

Easter Adventure Trail  
 
Ferry Meadows
Saturday 5 April – Monday 21 April
Open daily 10am – 4pm 
£3.50 online | £4 in person

The Big Jump  
Inflatable Fun Park 
 
Ferry Meadows
Saturday 5 April – Sunday 20 April
Open daily 10.30am – 1.30pm & 2pm – 5pm
Pay on entry - £12 age 5+ and £5 age 2-4

Get ready for three hours of non-stop 
inflatable fun as The Big Jump arrives at 
Ferry Meadows! Conquer a 300-metre 
obstacle course, explore a massive 
inflatable play area and let little ones blast 
off in the space-themed toddler zone. 
Simply grab your wristband on entry and 
jump, climb and bounce your way through 
an unforgettable inflatable experience!

Maximum height 1.7m,  
maximum weight 90kg. 

Join us for a fun-filled Easter Adventure Trail at Ferry Meadows! Start by 
picking up your activity pack from the Visitor Centre or Nene Outdoors, 
then follow the trail through the park. Use your map to spot colourful 
eggs, solve fun questions, and complete the scavenger hunt along the 
way. At the finish, claim your well-earned Easter Egg prize! 

nenepark.org.uk
neneparkpboro NeneParkPboroNene Park Nene Park Trust

Your activity pack also includes 
 exclusive Easter offers for:
• �15% off Nene Outdoors 

watersports
• �15% off purchases at the  

Visitor Centre
• 50p off Miniature Railway rides

This trail is perfect for families 
with young children, offering a 
fun, affordable and accessible 
Easter activity. It’s designed to 
be wheelchair, mobility scooter, 
pram and pushchair-friendly, so 
everyone can join the adventure!

https://www.nenepark.org.uk/
https://www.instagram.com/neneparkpboro/?hl=en-gb
https://www.facebook.com/NeneParkPboro/?locale=en_GB
https://www.tiktok.com/@neneparkpboro
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/neneparkpboro

